Making it Real: Using Field-Based and Practice-Based Experiences in Personnel Preparation by McLaren, Elizabeth et al.
MAKING IT REAL: 
USING FIELD-BASED AND PRACTICE-BASED 
EXPERIENCES IN PERSONNEL PREPARATION
Elizabeth McLaren
Morehead State University
Sallee Beneke
St. Ambrose University
Kathleen Artman Meeker
University of Washington
Aaron Deris
Minnesota State University, 
Mankato at Edina
FYI FOR OUR PLANNING…
 Abstract (50 words) for conference program
 This panel presentation will describe engaging, evidence-based methods for preparing EC/ECSE personnel using 
practice-based experiences. Strategies include field placement, video analysis, self-analysis, peer and faculty 
coaching, and case study. Practice-based experiences will be aligned closely with DEC RP and CEC preparation 
standards. Challenges, suggestions, and free resources will be discussed.
EVIDENCE-BASED, PRACTICE-BASED METHODS FOR 
PERSONNEL PREPARATION
PRACTICE-BASED EXPERIENCES DEFINED
“Practice-based experiences - pairing course instruction with opportunities 
to apply (i.e., practice) the skill in a relevant context – are powerful tools 
to prepare teachers at the pre-service level” 
(Benedict, Holdheide, Brownell, & Foley, 2016)
VIDEO EXEMPLARS & ANALYSIS (OTHERS)
FIELD EXPERIENCE
 Definition?
 Examples of how we use? 
 What information will be most useful for these slides?
ROLE-PLAY
SELF-ANALYSIS (VIDEO)
PEER & FACULTY COACHING 
(IN UNIVERSITY SETTING)
FACULTY COACHING 
(IN FIELD PLACEMENT)
CASE STUDY

DEC RECOMMENDED PRACTICES
Leadership (L), L9. Leaders develop and implement an evidence-
based professional development system or approach that provides 
practitioners a variety of supports to ensure they have the knowledge and 
skills needed to implement the DEC Recommended Practices.
Instruction (INS) INS13. Practitioners use coaching or consultation 
strategies with primary caregivers or other adults to facilitate positive adult 
- child interactions and instruction intentionally designed to promote child 
learning and development.
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS ALIGNED WITH FIELD 
EXPERIENCE & PRACTICAL APPLICATION
BLENDING READING, LECTURE, HOMEWORK, AND PRACTICE-
BASED EXPERIENCES
• Readings
• LectureTheory
• Written 
reflections
• Video exemplars
• Case studies
• Supported practice 
in university 
classroom
Practice
• Faculty coaching 
in field
• Student 
teaching
Field 
application
EXAMPLES OF COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
 Do we want to separate this out or cover as we discuss the various strategies?
FREE RESOURCES
TEACHING RESOURCES
ECTACenter
The Early Childhood Technical 
Assistance Center
• Checklists of DEC RP
• Video clips 
TEACHING RESOURCES
Head Start ECLKC
Early Childhood Learning and 
Knowledge Center
• Tools/templates for teachers
• Video clips 
• PD in-service suites
TEACHING RESOURCES
Center on the Social and 
Emotional Foundations for Early 
Learning
• Video clips 
• Case studies
• Lesson plans
TEACHING RESOURCES
Technical Assistance Center on 
Social Emotional Intervention
• Video clips 
• Photos
• Backpack Connections (handouts for 
families)
TEACHING RESOURCES
The IRIS Center
• Video clips 
• Case studies
• Online modules (based on case study)
TEACHING RESOURCES
Illinois Early Learning 
Project 
• Photos and summaries of 
classroom projects 
TEACHING RESOURCES
Desired Results Access 
Project
• Video clips, video clips, and 
more video clips!
TEACHING RESOURCES
CONNECT Modules
• Video clips
• Case studies
• Guided dilemmas
 Others you use regularly? 
 Anything for AT? The one I use is being taken down this month 
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
DISCUSS WITH A PARTNER
 Could you implement any 
of these ideas in your 
professional role?
 What challenges might you 
face in implementing new 
strategies?
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